.
In both groups of rabbits the cut bone ends were still clearly visible ; typically the proximal pole made a greater contribution to healing than the distal pole. At six weeks a radiolucent line could be seen crossing the gap towards its distal end in both groups. there was a lower density of blood vessels throughout the gap and particularly in the fibrous zone. After delayed distraction there was a greater overall density of vessels.
The vessels in both groups were derived in part from the Low power views of sections at six weeks after immediate distraction (5a) and delayed distraction (Sb).
Fig. 6a Fig. 6b Higher magnification of boxed areas in Figure 5 . 
